
A ccording to the Saint Thomas 
Aquinas Handbook, “Saint 
Thomas Aquinas students are 
expected to display academic 
honesty and integrity at all 
times… The following be-
haviors are dishonest: giving 
or receiving unauthorized as-

sistance on a test, copying another student’s homework or 
allowing your homework to be copied (this would include 
computer generated homework 
or assignments) giving false rea-
sons for making up late work or 
tests, re-submitting work which 
has been completed for another 
class (without permission), fal-
sifying laboratory data, submit-
ting work that has been copied (wholly or partially) from a 
book, internet, magazine, etc. without crediting the author, 
stealing tests or using tests stolen by another student.”

Out of  100 students surveyed, 85 percent had cheated 
(on homework, quizzes, tests or the like) at least once in 
their lives.

“Everyone’s cheated at one point or another,” junior 
and honors student Nataleigh 
Brull said, “And those people who 
tell you otherwise are liars.”

Junior *Travis said, “High 
school doesn’t test your intelli-
gence. It tests your ability to work 
around the system. ‘Do the best 
you can’ does not exclude (the 
phrase) ‘without cheating.’ Some-
times you have to cheat in life to 
get ahead. Why not in school?”

Senior *Jared agreed.

“Colleges look at how good your grades are, not how 
honest you were. Its sad but true,” he said.

Leo Brown, a theology teacher who admits to having 
cheated before, considers a person’s conscience to be a 
major player in whether or not someone will cheat.

“We’ve created a culture that has an element of  ‘win 
by any means’,” he said.

The older you are, Brown 
explained, the more you become 
aware of  right and wrong, which 
means there is no excuse when 
you are an adult and fully know 
it is wrong.

“What you don’t realize at 
the time is that you have to an-
swer for everything you do eventually,” Brown said. “And 
it only takes one time to get caught.” 

Junior and honors student Casey Craig agreed.

“In society today, making a mistake and getting some-
thing wrong is unacceptable,” he said. “It is human nature 
to mess up but people try to drive it out of  their lives 
completely.” 
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Cheating, though frowned upon in the academic setting, 

has been done by 85 students out of 100 polled.

85% of students polled 
have cheated sometime 
in the past

12 students
have never helped some-
one cheat before

82%                  of people 
who have cheated have 

never been caught

Data collected  by CAROLE TRICKEY/Centerspread Editor

42 students

33%

cheated on quizzes or tests

of cheaters 
regretted their choice

“High school doesn’t test your 
intelligence. It tests your ability to 
work around the system. ‘Do the 
best you can’ does not exclude (the 
phrase) ‘without cheating.’ Some-
times you have to cheat in life to 
get ahead. Why not in school?”
  --Travis, junior

“Occasionally I’ve let someone 
copy homework but normally I 
try to help them find the an-
swers.”
 --Victoria, sophomore

100 students
were polled for this article

“Everyone’s cheated at one point 
or another and those people who tell 
you otherwise are liars.”

--Nataleigh Brull, junior
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6%the rough amount of stu-
dents that have never 

cheated or helped someone cheat

Several students expressed that a major reason for cheating 
was stress over grades.

“(I cheated) because I really needed the good grade. Oth-
erwise, I would’ve been grounded,” senior and honors student 
*Amber said.

However, 33 percent of  the students polled regretted their 
choice to cheat.

“I didn’t get anything out of  cheating except the grade I 
needed,” junior and honors student *Heather said. “I haven’t 

learned anything, which just makes it harder 
to study for tests later in the year.” 

“I think having homework from seven 
classes forces people to prioritize some 
homework as less important, therefore, almost 
giving themselves permission to cheat on it,” 
junior and honors student *Derrick said.

Charlie Lamont, the Guided Studies teacher, agreed.

“Kids at Saint Thomas Aquinas are under a lot of  pressure 
to do well,” Lamont said. “But I have no sympathy for cheaters. 
The kids I have caught were just being lazy. All of  our (Guided 
Studies classes’) tests are open note so they don’t feel like they 
have to cheat.”

Out of  the same 100 students, 88 percent 
had helped someone else cheat.

“In many respects its (helping another 
student cheat) is worse,” science teacher Al 
Schendel said. “The ones that help are not 
only deceiving themselves but also the person 
they’re ‘helping’.”

“In a perfect world, you’d wish people 
would make the right decisions,” he said. 
“Many students would think, ‘I did a good 
thing by helping’ but really, that’s not the 
case.”

Only 18 percent of  those who had cheated were also 
caught in the act. Of  those polled, 38 percent had only copied 
homework.

“I ‘cheat’ on homework every once in a while because what 
I do cheat on is nothing substantial,” sophomore and honors 
student *Victoria said. “If  I do, it’s just busywork.”

One of  the 38 percent that have never cheated, *Ashley 
said, “When I see or hear about people cheating, I 
respect them less or I’m surprised but I’m not per-
sonally offended.”

However, Victoria described the copying as 
more of  a teaching tool. 

“Occasionally I’ve let someone copy homework 
but normally I try to help them find the answers,” 
she said.

If  caught sharing answers, students could earn “loss of  
credit for the assignment or test, class failure and either two 
points and a Saturday school or one point and a detention de-
pending on the violation.” d

*Names have been changed
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